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By the former, he means simply the universal base of nature, its real as opposed to its phenomenal characters, its two eternal 'attributes' with all that they necessarily imply, i. e. the whole matter of exact knowledge. By the latter, he means the 'idea' of this, considered as its reflection, wherever found : not as your idea, or mine, or as otherwise appropriated, for it is all one in itself, however often broken or distributed in finite consciousness; and a right thought in a million people is still a single truth or true idea. When Spinoza speaks, therefore, of 'our understanding ' or ' soul,' and attributes to it immortality, he refers, not to the individual sample of our thinking nature, but to that nature itself. 'Your Will' (or understanding) 'and mine,' he says, 'are one and the same, and so we constitute one and the same nature, which is in continuous agreement throughout1.' And the ' power of tasting union with God' he explains by the equivalent expression, 'the power of evolving true ideas1.' When these substitutions are made, to what does the doctrine amount, that the soul is an idea in the thinking attribute, and abides or perishes according as its object-matter is permanent or transitory ? Simply to this, that true thought will stand the test of time; and Spinoza may well say, that 'he has proved, in a way different from previous methods, the eternal and persistent duration of our understanding2.' The human understanding, having been identified with reality itself turned into idea, and reality being God, both share the same eternity. This is an immortality which, it "is plain, has nothing to do with the individual's history, and could never be propounded by a believer in personal continuance beyond death. Sigwart, admitting this, still thinks that the earlier chapters which I have quoted maintain the doctrine in the ordinary sense, and are thus at variance with the later, which make much nearer approaches to the 'EthieaV I do not see the need
1 De Deo, &c. P. II. c. xxvi. Vol. II. p. 362. a Ibid. P. II. c. xxvi. Vol. II. p. 363. 3 Spinoza's Neuentdeckter Tractat. p. 83.